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ABOUT

ANNA HAYS

RANDOM HOUSE
CHILDREN'S
BOOKS

Anna Hays is a writer and producer. Vanished is a

nonfiction portrait of famed women magicians who

disappeared from history. She is also the author of

Stealing Starlight for Disney Press’s Star Darlings fantasy

series; Spark Squad, an original series developed for

Scholastic Book Clubs; and Portia's Ultra Mysterious

Double Life and Portia's Exclusive and Confidential Rules

on True Friendship, a middle grade series for Simon and

Schuster. Anna lives with her family in the woodlands

near Los Angeles.

VANISHED

VANISHED IS A MIDDLE GRADE NONFICTION BOOK SHINING A LIGHT
ON THE FORGOTTEN LIVES OF SEVEN ICONIC WOMEN MAGICIANS
WHO SIMPLY DISAPPEARED FROM HISTORY. MAGICIANS ANNA EVA
FAY, ADELAIDE HERRMANN, DIXIE HAYGOOD, MERCEDES TALMA,
MINERVA, BESS HOUDINI,_AND ELLEN ARMSTRONG PERFORMED
DURING THE GOLDEN AGE OF MAGIC (1860-1930), DEFIED
VICTORIAN CONVENTIONS, AND CREATED A UNIQUE PLACE IN THE
HISTORY OF MAGIC. YET TODAY, THERE IS HARDLY A WHISPER
ABOUT THEIR IMPACT ON THE WORLD OF ENTERTAINMENT. DURING
A TIME WHEN WOMEN WERE TYPICALLY CONFINED TO THE HOME
AND EXPECTED TO RAISE CHILDREN AND PERFORM DOMESTIC
DUTIES, THESE TRAILBLAZERS CROSSED OCEANS ON STEAMSHIPS
AND TRAVELED THE GLOBE BRINGING THEIR IMAGINATIVE BRAND
OF MAGIC TO AUDIENCES AROUND THE WORLD. THEY FOLLOWED
THEIR HEARTS AND PURSUED THEIR DREAMS OF PERFORMING
MAGIC IN THE SPOTLIGHT WHEN WOMEN HAD NEITHER A VOTE NOR
A VOICE IN AMERICA. VANISHED INTRODUCES THESE COLORFUL,
COMPLICATED AND UNCONVENTIONAL WOMEN, SHARING TRUE
STORIES THAT REVEAL THEIR CREATIVITY, ADAPTABILITY, AND
NOTORIETY — ALL OF WHICH HAVE BEEN HIDDEN BEHIND A VEIL OF
MYSTERY AND ILLUSION — UNTIL NOW.
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